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"Prove me now
herewith, saith the Lord
of hosts, if I will not
open you the windows
of heaven, and pour
you out a blessing, that
there shall not be room
enough to receive it."
Malachi 3:10.

The
God of
the open
window
God has blessings
for you so bountiful
that you won't know
where to put them all.
By C. Mervyn Maxwell

it's time to think of giv-

O ing away presents—and of getNCE MORE

ting others in return.
When we kneel to pray, for many of
us it's Christmas every day. Our
prayers are Christmas lists, catalogs of
things we want. "Dear God," we ask,
"please give me this. And give me this,
and this as well."
Is it appropriate to pray this way?
Does God like to be asked for things,
or would He rather have us praise Him
for His goodness and leave the giving
to His own judgment?
Certainly the Bible says we ought
to thank God for His gifts. "In every
thing give thanks," it says in 1 Thessalonians 5:18.
But what about asking God? Is it
all right at any time to present the
heavenly Father with a "Christmas
list"?
Jesus provides the answer: "If you
knew the gift of God, and who it is
that is saying to you, 'Give me a
drink,' you would have asked him, and
he would have given you living water."
John 4:10, R.S.V.
His words come from a familiar
story. Christ was resting by a well in
the country of Samaria. When a local
village woman with a questionable reputation came to draw water, Jesus asked
her for a drink. The Samaritan divorcée was stunned that a man of a
different race would ask a favor of her,
and she said so. Jesus didn't argue. He
spoke calmly the words of this verse.
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The Revised Standard Version translation is adequate, but to make it reflect the impact of the original language
even more clearly, let me retranslate it.
Jesus said, "If you knew the gift of
God, and who it is who has just asked
you for a drink, you would have already asked, and He would have already given you living water."
Think of it! All that has happened
in this fresh young conversation is that
Jesus has said, "Please give me a
drink," and the woman has replied in
effect, "How can you, a person of a
different race, ask me to do you a
favor?" Though the conversation has
proceeded only a few seconds, Jesus
is prepared to startle the woman with
the astounding declaration, "If you had
recognized Me for what I am, then
without even waiting to be introduced
further, you would immediately on
sight have asked Me for living water,
and I would already have given it to
you!"
Is it right or is it wrong to ask God
for things? This woman wasn't a Christian. She was a member of a deviant
religious group and she was a loose
liver, but even to her Jesus said, "If
you had a correct concept of God, you
wouldn't waste an instant. You would
start right in asking for things—and
before you knew it, God would start
right in giving you things!" Jesus said
this to a semipagan adulteress! Surely
He wants us to ask Him for things, at
Christmastime and at every other time.
Indeed, God wants to be asked for
larger things than we have ever requested. He wants us to recognize Him
for what He is, the Great Giver of the
universe, the Infinite Santa Claus of
eternity. "Come on," He directs us,
"make out your Christmas lists. Make
them long, and hand them to Me soon."
A few nights ago I started looking
through the Gospels for every reference Jesus made to His heavenly Father. I wanted to discover the kind of
God whom He worshiped and whom
He came to reveal to us. It was fascinating. As I jotted down Christ's statements about God, one pattern above
others quickly emerged. Jesus worshiped a giving God.
When the disciples asked, "Teach
us to pray," Jesus taught them to say,
"Our Father which art in heaven, . . .
give us day by day our daily bread."
Luke 11:1-4.
In Luke 12:32 Jesus announced,
"It is your Father's good pleasure to
give you the kingdom."

To an attentive audience He declared in Matthew 7:11, "If you, . . .
who are evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more
will your Father who is in heaven give
good things to those who ask him!"
(R.S.V. )

Everyone loves Christ's story about
the prodigal son. When the young
rebel came home, he was welcomed
and forgiven. But that wasn't all. He
also heard his father say to the servants,
"Bring forth the best robe, and put it
on him; and put a ring on his hand,
and shoes on his feet." Jesus taught
that God gives as well as forgives.
Psychologists tell us that our first
impressions of God come to us through
our parents, and that in fact we tend to
conceive God to be something like our
own fathers. Without doubt, in this
respect my father—known widely as
Uncle Arthur of the Bedtime Stories
and The Bible Story—resembled the
giving God of the Gospels. He was generous with his sons and daughters.
When we first left home to attend college and then establish our own homes,
we developed the expression, "The wellpadded handshake"! After a visit dad
would never let us part without pressing money into our hands.
As the years went on, it became increasingly one of dad's delights to learn
about projects we might be carrying on
and to send us checks to help cover
the expense. On my desk is a letter I
will cherish as long as I live. It is one
of the very last letters he wrote, and
it was lying on his desk when I arrivedhome before he died. It is signed in a
shaky hand, an evidence of the great
pain that had seized him. It says that
he had heard about some undertaking
I was engaged in and that he was enclosing something to help pay for it.
The check, however, was never written,
proving how very ill he was. My father
was a generous dad.
And so is God.
"If you knew the gift of God, and
who it is that is saying to you, 'Give
me a drink,' you would have asked
him, and he would have given you living water."
To make this point about God abundantly clear, Jesus told another story.
"A certain man," He said, "made a
great supper, and . . . sent his servant
at supper time to say to them that were
bidden, Come; for all things are now
ready." To the wealthy man's dismay,
the first guests invited excused themselves and stayed away! At once he
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commanded his servants to gather in
"the poor, and the maimed, and the
halt, and the blind." The servants
obeyed and soon reported, "It is done
as thou hast commanded, and yet there
is room." Whereupon, Jesus concluded,
the lord said to his servants, "Go out
into the highways and hedges, and
compel them to come in, that my house
may be filled." Luke 14:16-23.
What a glorious picture of the giving God! He is giving a banquet. He
wants people to enjoy it. When some
refuse, does the giving God give up?
By no means. He dispatches His employees to bring in the crippled and
the semiparalyzed, the people with
birth defects, the children of the underprivileged. Can you see them carrying
out His orders? Into the slums they run,
into the ghettos and the sections where
the migrant workers live. They find
an old grandfather leaning on his cane
and fairly startle him. "The lord has
invited you to his mansion. The carriage will be by in a moment to take
you. Will you come?"
The old man is stunned! "Me? Am
I invited?"
The servants joyously press the invitation. "Indeed you are! The lord is
giving a banquet and desires your presence. Will you come?"
"Will I come?" repeats the old man,
returning to his senses. "Indeed I will!
Thank God!"
And so it goes. Young widows with
their babies, youth in the pride of life,
battle veterans with a foot or an eye
missing, all are swept into the great
bosom of the lord's magnanimous
liberality.
After the guests are seated, the
servants report to their master, and
he passes through the banquet hall to
inspect. "There's a table here with an
empty place," he complains a moment
later, "and over there is still another.
I don't want any empty places. Go out
and get more people to fill them up.
I'm giving a banquet, and I want it to
be enjoyed by as many as possible. Go
out and compel them to come in, that
my house may be filled."
As I continued my reading in the
Gospels, I found that our giving God
desires to give us character more than
anything else; consequently, He has
asked us to enter into a personal relationship with Him in this matter of
giving and receiving. For one thing,
He asks us specifically to talk to Him,
to ask Him for His gifts. "Ask, and it
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall
4

find; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you." Luke 11:9.
Then as soon as we have received
the thing, God asks us to give it away!
"Where a man has been given much,
much will be expected of him; and the
more a man has had entrusted to him
the more he will be required to repay."
Luke 12:48, N.E.B.*
How this may be accomplished Jesus
made very clear. In His sermon at
Nazareth He said about Himself, "The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because
he hath anointed me to preach the
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to
heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty
them that are bruised." Luke 4:18.
Jesus considered Himself commissioned
to "give away" God's goodness—to
give away the gospel, to give away
healing, to give away deliverance and
emancipation, to give away eyesight, to
give away liberty and freedom.
He taught His disciples how they in
their turn could give away God's goodness. When preparing them for missionary work, He said, "Preach as you
go, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is
at hand.' Heal the sick, raise the dead,
cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You
received without pay, give without
pay." Matthew 10:7, 8, R.S.V.
After He had delivered a man from
oppressive habits that were a literal
bondage to the devil, Jesus said to him,
"Go back home, . . . and tell them everything that God has done for you."
Luke 8:39, N.E.B.
Thus we give away God's gifts when
we share them with others, when we
do deeds of kindness, and when we
tell others of God's love for us.
As soon as we give these things
away, God—our giving God—gives
them back to us, increased many times
over. It seems that He has asked us to
give them away so that we can enjoy
the pleasure that comes from giving,
and also so that He can have the added
pleasure of giving to us again. In the
teachings of Christ the man who made
good use of his gift of ten pounds was
immediately rewarded by God with ten
cities. (Luke 19:17.) Jesus assured us,
"There is no man that hath left house,
or parents, or brethren, or wife, or
children, for the kingdom of God's
sake, who shall not receive manifold
more in this present time, and in the
world to come life everlasting." Luke
18:29, 30.
Often, of course, what God gives is

not exactly what we ask for, but something far better. The woman at the well
sought ordinary water; Jesus offered
her "living water," spiritual renewal to
live a life of victory.
When we ask God for healing, He
may answer with a miracle or, knowing
how short this earthly life is at best,
He may choose instead to impart a
faith in Him that will heal our souls
for eternity. When we ask for money
with which to buy some desirable item,
God may impress someone to send the
money unexpectedly (how often this
has happened!) ; or, knowing how easy
it is for an affluent person to forget
Him, He may instead renew in us such
a sense of His goodness that though
poor we will rejoice in the riches of
His grace.
In order to help develop our characters, Jesus further taught us that the
giving God will sometimes give us
things that at the moment we will not
wish to receive.
On the same night that I looked up
these glorious passages on the giving
God, I found myself a few hours later
lying awake reviewing a recent unpleasant experience. In my weariness I
blamed the Lord, complaining in my
mind, "I asked You to keep it from
happening, God, and You let me down!
It was all Your fault." With a start
I asked myself, "How can I think
thoughts like these after reading what
I have just seen in the Gospels?"
Then I remembered that the Gospels
teach that Jesus once had a similar—
though far more grievous—experience.
On the cross He cried out, "My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"
I remembered also Christ's prayer in
Matthew 26:39, "Let this cup pass
from me," and I asked myself, "Why
did Christ not wish to drink the cup
offered Him in Gethsemane?" One reason was of course that it seemed to involve separation from His Father, a
bitter time when the generous God
would stop pouring out His sustaining
power.
But why did Jesus ask His Father to
"let this cup pass from me"?
Because it was God who was holding the cup to His lips.
The giving God knew He needed to
give Jesus a bitter experience that
would, for the moment, seem painfully
difficult to swallow; but the heavenly
Father knew also that when it was
over, Christ would "see of the travail
of his soul, and . . . be satisfied." (Isaiah 53:11.) The cross would become
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the redeeming place for millions.
There are times when the giving
God knows that what is best for us to
receive from His hand is what the Bible
so nobly terms "chastisement"—an experience of difficulty out of which we
may grow to new heights of loving and
thoughtful kindliness.
God does not leave us when He asks
us to receive these training experiences.
He Himself holds the cup to our lips.
As my twin brother remarked when
we were home together at the time of
our father's funeral, "Where is a boy
when his mother is giving him a spanking? Is he not held firmly to her side,
or even sprawled across her lap?"
"God is too wise to err, and too good
to withhold any good thing from them
that walk uprightly. . . . If we come to
God feeling helpless and dependent,
as we really are, and in humble, trusting faith make known our wants to
Him whose knowledge is infinite, who
sees everything in creation, and who
governs everything by His will and
word, He can and will attend to our
cry, and will let light shine into our
hearts. . . . We may have no remarkable evidence at the time that the face
of our Redeemer is bending over us in
compassion and love, but this is even
so. We may not feel His visible touch,
but His hand is upon us in love and
pitying tenderness."—Ellen G. White,
Steps to Christ, pp. 96, 97.
This concept of the heavenly Father
as "our giving God" is not confined to
the Gospels. The entire Bible is saturated with it. For instance, Paul asked,
"He that spared not his own Son, . . .
shall he not with him also freely give
us all things?" Romans 8:32. The Book
of Hebrews reminds us, "He that corneth to God must believe that he is, and
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." Hebrews 11:6.
The Old Testament, too, rings with
the same assurance. For example, Malachi 3:10, the famous tithepayer's passage, says, "Bring ye all the tithes into
the storehouse . . . and prove me now
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I
will not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enough to
receive it."
What a magnificent concept this provides of the giving God, the "God of
the Open Window"! Never let us think
of tithing merely as giving something
to God. Rather, let us think of it as
providing God with one more opportunity to give things to us—one more
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opportunity for Him to be ever more
truly Himself.
God has already poured through the
windows of heaven uncountable blessings. He has given us so much, indeed,
that all too often we have allowed ourselves to become self-confident and
neglectful not only of Himself but also
of the people He intended us to aid
through His gifts. He hesitates to give
us more for fear doing so will harm us.
But He would dearly love to give us
more. We may suppose that we are
"rich, and increased with goods," but
He sees that we are still poor—
"wretched, and miserable, and poor,
and blind, and naked." (Revelation
3:17.)
In your imagination can you see God
gazing down through the windows of
heaven? The Father, let us suppose,
turns to the Son and asks, "Do you
think I can give My people more? I
would like to, but it might make them
selfish and self-centered."
"Aha," God says, brightening, "I
see they are giving something away.
They have become generous themselves.
They have caught the spirit of giving
—our spirit!"
"Gabriel," God commands, "bring
Me a container filled with blessings.
Not that one! It's too small for these
unselfish souls. Bring the larger one
over there. Drag it to the window. Now
pour it all out."
God watches through the windows
of heaven as the blessings descend,
and a smile crosses His face as He sees
smiles breaking out on His people's
faces. And then, to His immense satisfaction, He sees His people begin at
once to give away the blessings they
have just received.
God will not be outdone. "Gabriel,"
He orders, "fetch more good things for
them. Let us give these liberal people
the surprise of their lives. Bring the
largest container of all. Pour it all out,
down through the windows of heaven."
And as the blessings descend, God observes with genuine satisfaction that
His people simply ,don't know where
to put them all, that there is not "room
enough to receive them."
This is the God whom Jesus worshiped . . . the God the Gospels present . . . the God the whole Bible
knows . . . the God of the Open WinEND
dow . . . our giving God.

"He that spared
not his own Son
. . . shall he no
with him also
freely. gtve us
all _things?",
Romans 8:32.

•
•

*From The New English Bible. Copyright,
The Delegates of the Oxford University
Press and The Syndics of the Cambridge
University Press, 1961, 1970. Reprinted by
permission.
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